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tThe �rst important stru
tural distin
tion dis
overed for 3-dimensional
onta
t manifolds was the existen
e or the absen
e of a so-
alled over-twisted dis
. This allows one to divide su
h spa
es into two 
lasses withquite di�erent properties. The overtwisted 
onta
t manifolds 
an for ex-ample be 
lassi�ed easily, while the others, the "tight" 
onta
t manifolds,are mu
h more di�
ult to understand, but the latter 
an in 
ontrast beoften realized as boundaries of symple
ti
 manifolds.In higher dimensions no �nal 
on
lusion has been made of how thebest generalization of overtwistedness should look like. In my talk, I willpresent a few possible versions, and explain the pros and 
ons of ea
h one.
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