
Overtwisted in higher dimensionsKlaus NiederkrügerJanuary 10, 2007AbstratThe �rst important strutural distintion disovered for 3-dimensionalontat manifolds was the existene or the absene of a so-alled over-twisted dis. This allows one to divide suh spaes into two lasses withquite di�erent properties. The overtwisted ontat manifolds an for ex-ample be lassi�ed easily, while the others, the "tight" ontat manifolds,are muh more di�ult to understand, but the latter an in ontrast beoften realized as boundaries of sympleti manifolds.In higher dimensions no �nal onlusion has been made of how thebest generalization of overtwistedness should look like. In my talk, I willpresent a few possible versions, and explain the pros and ons of eah one.
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